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incorrect, simple and strong, natural and easy, a
curious mixture of frankness, good sense, and
strength, of original simplicity and the merriment of
a school-girl, yet preserving all the flavor and tone
of an old language, in its ease, while showing an
intimate and tender playfulness which endears the
writer to us."

The correspondence is full of pious and exalted
thoughts. One might say that the sister of Louis
XVI. already foresaw the approaching tempests, and
was asking Heaven for strength to face them, with
alarm. In many of the letters there is a sort of
anticipation of her heroic endurance. It is easy to
see that this young girl was no ordinary person; that
deep in her heart lay hidden treasures of resignation,
piety, and courage. Touching reflections, wise coun-
sels, Christian meditations, abound especially in her
letters to Madame Marie de Causans. She wrote to
her, December 17, 1785 : " How pleasant the idea of
eternity becomes when we can say, ' I have spent all
my life for God!'"

In 1786 Madame de Causans had just lost her
mother; Madame Elisabeth tries to console her thus:
" We must lay our fears and hopes at the foot of the
cross; that alone can teach us to endure the trials
that Heaven sends us. That is the book of books ;
it alone lifts up and consoles the afflicted soul. God
was innocent, and suffered more than we can suffer,
either in our heart or body. Ought we not to be
happy to feel ourselves so closely bound to him who